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KRRCTION OF A   CYANIDE  /Y^/A'71
Planning the Works.— In the erection of a cyanide plant, before planning the same, some essential points have to be considered. Are the works to be erected to treat an old accumulated stock of tailings ? Or have they to be laid out to treat the tailings as they come from the battery? In many cases both these points have to be combined.
As tailings reservoirs are generally situated on the lowest point below the battery site, no provision exists below such dams for the erection of works which would permit of further dumping-ground and handling of the stuff by gravitation. At all events, the topographical conditions of Witwatersrand would allow such an arrangement only in rare instances. In localities where the fall of the ground below the reservoirs permits of the erection of the works, I would recommend this to be done, as it permits of the charging of tanks and their discharging by gravitation. In most cases the opposite course had to be resorted to on these fields ; the tailings from the old pits or reservoirs had to be hauled up-hill to the cyanide works, steam power being mostly used. The arrangement is simple enough, as the dumping earn are pulled up on an inclined trestle-work above.          „      62 21,22.   (PLATE X.)   SIMMER AND JACK EXTRACTOR IIOUKK   „      64
